[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello everyone, 
Please sign up for SmartMusic - it will provide you access to most of our concert music so you can practice with ensemble recordings. It also provides you with feedback on your rhythm/pitch during the performance. 
Use your school email to sign up - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaFsfaTOxv0 (signup tutorial)
Your class sign up code is listed on the class webpage.
Once you have signed up for SmartMusic, go to your email and confirm your email address.
Tutorial for completing assignments: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcHeU-GbcWE 
None of the “grades” are going to be put in your gradebook. They are there so that you can actually use the software and receive feedback. If you would rather search for the song and practice it, you can do that as well. Also, feel free to explore the content on SmartMusic. You will find exercises from your method book, solo repertoire, and many orchestra pieces. Everything is open for you to access. 
· Adjust the tempos to one you are comfortable performing at
· Choose small parts of the pieces to practice [8-16 measures]
· Practice small sections multiple times, then speed up the tempo a few beats at a time [5-10 is usually great]
Try to spend at least 25 minutes each day practicing. There is no real equivalent to rehearsing as an orchestra, but at least you can make sure your part is learned and ready. 
I know things might seem kind of crazy right now, but let’s keep holding out hope that we will be able to return to school and have our concert eventually. Ms. Federowicz and I are already coming up with alternate plans to hold the concert. 
If you have alternative concert ideas to share, please send them to me and we will consider all options. 
If you have any questions or need my help, you can reach me via Remind or Email. 
Music is a great outlet for stress, so I hope you can at least find some comfort and relief through playing your instruments. 
Musically yours, 
Mrs. Dolan



